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    BEGINNER'S PLUCK  
     Now that we have a jump 
on spring with our caterpillar 
bracelets, let's take a look at 
April's events.  We have some 
great things planned including 
an all day workshop featuring 
a patchwork bracelet, a bead 
swap, and a potluck (or for 
you Yankees, "a pitch-in").  
Either way, it’s always a 
recipe for success.  
     Although we selected a 
patchwork bracelet project to 
teach our newbies some basic 
stitches, it will provide the 
pro's with an opportunity to 
improvise and put a new twist 
on some old favorites.  
Because the bracelet will take 
a little bit of this and a little bit 
of that we thought we'd give 
you a chance to collect some 
beads that you might not 
otherwise have. A bead swap 
would be the perfect way to 
change your color palette, 
challenge your project design, 
and trade some of the beads 
you are ready to get rid of.  
Details are included in the 
newsletter.  A sign-up sheet 
was posted in March for those 
who wanted to participate.   
Contact Dee if you have any 
questions about the swap.  
 

From the President        

 

Oklahom a Bead Society

     The whirlwind of OBS 
activity keeps the board 
on its toes. Trying to stay 
a step ahead of such a 
talented group has its 
share of adventurous 
challenges.  I want to 
thank you for being patient 
while the officers are 
learning the ropes.  What 
we lack in experience we 
make up with dedication 
and enthusiasm.  A wise 
woman once said "I am 
not afraid of storms for I 
am learning to steer my 
ship."  So thanks for 
sticking with us when the 
waters have seemed a 
little choppy.  We get by 
with a little help from our 
friends, right?  
     We are hard at work 
trying to improve the 
process of getting info to 
you whether that is in the 
newsletter, class 
instruction, or meeting 
times.  
 

     
     Our goals this year 
include:  
1.)  Diversifying class 
offerings and maximizing 
beading time by offering 
more Saturday classes.  
2.)  Creating project pages 
which preview OBS 
classes taught each 
session.  
3.)  Publishing newsletter 
by the 15th of each 
month.  
4.)  Offer members new 
ways to  get involved, build 
community, and provide 
feedback.   
     This has started with a 
bead board to post 
upcoming events, a 
suggestion box, and 
guidelines for newsletter 
and agenda 
submissions, question-
naires, and committees.   
Your contributions will 
help steer our OBS 
ship the way the group 
wants it to go.   What a 
fabulous journey. Full 
speed ahead!  
  ~ Sarah Brisco 
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Secretary’s Report 

     Lori will also begin to email newsletters in an 
attachment to members to alleviate the 
problem.  Members who can access the 
website and are having trouble accessing its 
contents should continue to give the webmaster 
feedback. The link to his email is at the bottom 
of the site's opening page. 
OLD BUSINESS  
General email address link to site for OBS 
contact is being formulated.   
Suggestion box was used to collect written input 
from members. Info board was posted 
with recent bead related events. Reminder, 
additions are welcome. Committees formulated 
by volunteers and appointees. In addition to the 
members listed, an officer will be assigned to 
help coordinate committee activity.   
Welcome Wagon: Fran Salih, Ruby Dennis, and 
Katie Rogers  
Bylaw Review and Update: Kim Hagen and 
Cynthia Hubbard  
Party Planning: Judy Brotton and Barbara Lollis  
Community Projects: Teresa Davis  
Field Trips: Judy Brotton and Sarah Brisco  
Guest Speakers/Teachers: Delores Azary  
Meeting Location: Debra Massey and Sarah 
Brisco.  
Fall Bead Challenge: Dee Schwanhausser  
Fundraising: Karin Love and Lori Belknap  
Annie Piper said she would be glad to help after 
6/03. 
NEW BUSINESS  
Questionnaires were handed out to provide 
feedback on the interests and concerns of the 
group.  Good response.  Completed forms were 
put in suggestion box.  Board members will 
review and present findings.  
Next meeting will be an all day Saturday event 
at Trinity UMC on Peoria from 10-3.  Lunch will 
be potluck. Donations will be accepted to offset 
expenses for the use of the rooms.  It was 
suggested that at least a dollar donation be 
made by attendees.  OBS general funds will 
supplement donation.  A $50 contribution is 
customary.  
 
 
Continues on page 3…. 

     
 

March 5th Meeting Minutes  
6:45 Meeting called to order  
Intro and welcome to new members  
PROGRAMS  
Project page introduced for tonight's 
caterpillar bracelet.  We are planning to 
continue making these full- color sheets with 
pictures, materials lists, and directions for 
future projects.  
April's project will be a patchwork bracelet.  
Our first "BEAD SWAP" is planned for that 
meeting.  Sign-up was passed around for 
those interested.  Dee will provide further 
details in April's newsletter.  
SECRETARY’S REPORT  
Minutes from Feb. read  
TREASURER’S REPORT  
It is time for dues. If you haven't already, 
contact Dee to continue membership and to 
receive your 2003 membership card.   
Membership lists were published this 
month. Contact Dee for any change of 
information.  
NEWSLETTER REPORT  
Newsletter deadlines are as follows:  
Submissions after Wednesday meetings are 
due the following Saturday, if meeting is on 
Saturday the submissions are due the 
following Wednesday. Publication goal is the 
15th of every month. 
Bios: Judy Brotton was nominated for April's 
Beader of the Month.  Barbara Lollis will be 
included in the officer bio in April. 
We are trouble-shooting the difficulties with 
obtaining the newsletters from the website.  
It was noted that AOL users in particular 
have difficulty with accessing/obtaining 
newsletters via the web. It was suggested 
that they access "Internet Explorer" 
and then type in the OBS web address:  
www.okbeadsoc iety.com  
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LIBRARY  
OBS members have contributed to a display 
and are encouraged to see it this month at 
the Schusterman library at 31st and 
Harvard.  The items had been on display at 
the South Broken Arrow library in February. 
Thanks to Delores and Teresa for 
coordinating and thanks to contributors.  
PUBLICITY  
Business cards and brochures are 
being updated and will be sent to local bead 
shops.  
DOORPRIZE  
Won by Marge Taylor.  
MEETING CLOSED 7:20  
LESSON  
Delores Azary taught the caterpillar bracelet. 
Thank you Delores.  
 

                Treasurer’s Report 
February, 2003  
Beginning balance.....$1,996.50 
Income......................$ 189.00 
Expenses..................$ 39.80  
Total…………………. $ 2,145.70 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Dee Schwanhausser 
Treasurer 
 

 
 
There are good ships,  
and there are wood ships,  
the ships that sail the sea. 
But the best ships are friendships,  
and may they always be. 
 
  ~An Irish Blessing 

Newsletter Submissions-   
1.)  Agenda items should be forwarded in 
writing to a board member 10 days prior 
to the meeting via snail mail or email in 
order to provide adequate time for a proper 
follow-up and response. 
2.)  Newsletter deadlines:  If group meets 
on Wednesday, submissions are due the 
following Saturday.  If meeting is on 
Saturday, the submissions are due the 
following Wednesday.  
3.)  The suggestion box and bead board are 
available for input at the meetings.  Items 
may also be forwarded to Sarah.  
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Bead Swap 

     Our first swap is for Delica Beads only. 
You will need 15 colors (enough for 1/2 
teaspoon for each person) OR 30 grams 
Delica beads in one color only (size 11). 
Please do not include black or white as swap 
colors. The swap will be held at the April 
meeting and you will need to place 1/2 
teaspoon (level) or 400 beads or 2 grams of 
delicas in small ziplock plastic bags. I w ill 
be sending you the plastic bags. The 
following people have signed up:  
Sarah Brisco Sharyl Landis  
Kim Hagan  Annie Piper   
Carol Greer  Sandee Gipson 
Debbie Massey Liz Linquist 
Barbara Lollis Lori Belknap 
Delores Azary Danette Barr 
Teresa Davis Karin Love 
Dee Schwanhausser  
  
 If you have any questions, just call me at 
918.747.8445.  Should be a lot of 
good beady fun !!!! 
      ~ Dee 

       The Bead Calendar 
Scheduled beading: April 5 th   10am-3pm 

This will be a Saturday meeting at the Trinity 
United Methodist Church located at 3737 S. 
Peoria. 

  

        Edwige’s Sampler Bracelet Supply List: 

Size 8 seed beads  
Size 11 seed beads 
Size 3 bugle beads 
One large bead used for the loop closure. This can 
be a beaded bead or a peyote tube or any large bead 
or button on hand that goes with the beads. 
Seed beads can be any color(s) you like. 
 
 
A special thanks to Edwige Denyszyn for permission 
to use her design! 
  
 
 

We will be having a “Potluck/Pitch -
In” at the April OBS meeting. 
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Agenda for monthly meetings is as follows: 

�¾�� Introduction –  New members and present members

�¾�� Vice President/Programs 

�¾�� Secretary Report 

�¾�� Treasurer Report 

�¾�� Newsletter 

�¾�� Old Business 

�¾�� New Business 

�¾�� Librarian 

 
     B’Ville Beaders  
 

Meets 3rd Saturday of each month 
Check their website at: 
 
www.bvillebeaders.homestead.com 
for more info and supplies needed.   
 
Bring a lunch or do lunch on your 
own.  
 
 We would love to see you bead there.

BOk Senior Advantage Center  
 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

  Oklahoma Bead Society Agenda 
 

Hello, 
   Rings & Things just wants to thank you 
all for a great Oklahoma trunk 
show. We're very grateful to have such 
nice customers...we had some 
extremely positive feedback from some 
of you, which really makes our day. 
   Please pass the good word along to 
your group's members, too--we look 
forward to the next time we're able to 
visit Oklahoma. (And we hope to 
avoid ice storms next time!)   
 
Very best wishes from 
David Robertson, Marketing Department 
Rings & Things Wholesale  

   The B’Ville Beaders will be 
making a Crystal Tennis 
Bracelet for their April 
project. Please visit their 
webpage for supply list. 
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           Member Bios 
 
 
 
BEADER OF THE MONTH: Ruby Dennis  
     Ruby and her husband, Bill, have been 
married for forty-seven years.  Their son and 
daughter-in-law, Bill and Stacy, live in Denver. 
Their daughter and son-in-law, Shawn and Paul, 
live in Austin along with her most precious 
granddaughter, Claire. Their home in Bartlesville 
includes two dogs and two cats, all throw-away 
critters. 
     About ten years ago, Ruby found beading 
through a friend who offered to teach her. So 
bead-by-bead, her friend taught her a variety of 
stitches. While her friend made one earring, 
Ruby made the other. Eventually she went home 
with two pairs of earrings and was hooked. This 
friend helped Ruby get over her anxiety and 
sweaty palms through her patient and soothing 
teaching method. Even today, Ruby considers 
her a true friend and mentor.  Any guesses as to 
who the friend is? Why, Marge Taylor, of course! 
     Like many beaders, Ruby will have to live to a 
ripe old age (her estimate: 125 years) to get to the 
“must-do” projects on her list.  But with her 
energy level, she’ll probably only need to reach 
100, if she’d stop finding yet another pattern to 
try out. It is always a pleasure to see Ruby at a 
meeting, not only for her winning smile but also 
for the latest projects adorning her lobes, her 
neck, and her wrist. Ruby’s primary passion is 
bead weaving and she is ready to take on any 
project.  “It’s SO Easy” she’ll say. And, while her 
favorite colors are green and orange, she has the 
ability to create stunning color combinations. 
     Ruby is passionate about beading – her motto 
being “never pass up an opportunity to bead and 
shop for beads.” But the true value of Ruby’s 
interest in beading is her generosity and 
willingness to share her talents with the group.  
She is truly a star beader who contributes greatly 
to the success of OBS. 
     Bead on, Ruby!  

A special thanks to Delores 
Azary for teaching us the Caterpillar 
Bracelet!  
 

 
OFFICER BIO:  Delores Azary, Co-
VP/Programs 
 
     Delores began her bead adventures in a round 
about manner.  Having worked with paper arts for 
over 20 years, she had learned to make handmade 
books.  Teachers would bring beads to use with 
fibers on the spines of these handmade books.   
Delores decided she needed her own stash of 
beads, so while in Bethany with friends, she told 
them she wanted to go into the bead store she 
kept seeing there.  Her friends said they didn’t 
mind as it was just around the corner and they 
could spare the time. 
     With her love for color and texture, beadwork 
was a natural progression. This new world was 
“intriguing” and Delores knew immediately she 
wanted to learn all that she could.  She inquired 
about classes at Elements. Back in Broken Arrow, 
she discovered The Bead Gallery. Her husband 
(Doug) scouted out Beads by Becky (Chouteau) 
while heading to Pryor one day. Other friends told 
her about Supernaws (Bartlesville), Beaded Sisters 
(Tulsa), and Bead Merchant (Tulsa). 
     Upon learning there was a local bead society, 
Delores searched for information on the Tulsa 
City County Library’s website. She came to her 
first OBS meeting with membership form in hand.   
Delores will gladly tell you about the wonderful 
network of beaders she has met through the 
Oklahoma Bead Society. 
     Delores and Doug have one son who is in 
college.  Greg knows how to pick a girlfriend!  Not 
only does she and many of her female family 
members enjoy the same paper arts as Delores, 
but her grandmother is an avid beader. It was an 
instant friendship when Delores met the 
grandmother several months ago. 
     Next month you will learn the identity of one 
of the friends Delores “drug” into Elements 
Beadery in Bethany, Oklahoma that fateful day.    
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OKLAHOMA BEAD SOCIETY  
 
MEMBERSHIP DUES COUPON: ANNUAL  DUES AMOUNT:  $20  
PAYMENT DUE:  JANUARY 1, 2003  
 

NAME_______________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS___________________________________________________________ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP______________________________________________________ 

PHONE________________________WORK PHONE______________________ 

E-MAIL___________________________________________________________ 

 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: OKLAHOMA BEAD SOCIETY  

MAIL TO : Dee Schwanhausser DATE PAID______________________ 

 2890 EAST 51ST ST. #K AMOUNT PAID___________________ 

 TULSA, OK  74105  CHECK NUMBER_________________ 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
     
                                      

 

  

  
Statement of Purpose  

The Oklahoma Bead 
Society is an organization 
of bead artists who have 
joined together to 
enhance their skills and 
further their knowledge of 
the cultural, historical, 
functional and technical 
aspects of beads.  The 
Oklahoma Bead Society 
also serves to promote the 
education and 
appreciation of the fine art 
of creating beaded 
jewelry, clothing and other 
beaded items. 

About Our Organization… 
 

Membership    

Membership dues are $20 
per calendar year (Jan. – 
Dec.).  Members receive 
first priority for shows and 
classes; non-members 
pay a slightly higher fee.  
Participating bead stores 
offer a discount to OBS 
members when they show 
their membership card. 

 

Regularly Scheduled   
Meetings are normally 
held the first Wednesday 
of each month; 6:30 p.m. 
at the Brookside Library, 
located at 4515 S. 
Owasso Ave., Tulsa, OK.  
There is no minimum age 
limit as long as a parent 
accompanies children. 


